
 

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 7  E S T A B L I S H E D  2 0 0 0   

 

VUYANI AGM—2017 
During Vuyani's Annual General Meeting everyone was pleasantly surprised to hear 

violin playing by two Vuyani boys and three girls from the Rupert Farm School After-

care.   

Charl du Toit of New Bethesda has been teaching these children since the beginning of the year. The children were very ex-

cited to perform in front of an audience for the first time!    

Some of the Vuyani staff received Long-service awards handed over by Paul Merifield (chairman of the Vuyani Board for the 

past 3 years) and Hildegarde Brummer (social worker).  

Elaine Stanley, the treasurer for the past 3 years, delivered the financial report. Magda Smith from Aberdeen's "Full Service 

School" was the guest speaker. She spoke about her experience of the challenges of inclusive education.    

The new Vuyani Board has been elected and, according to the Constitution, the following portfolios are also filled: Elaine 

Stanley - Chair, Ampie Jordaan - Vice-Chair, Paul Merifield - Treasurer, Ethnè Hufkie - Secretary and Additional Members:  

Lena Adams, Peter Whitlock, Bernard Zonge, Paul Merifield and Vuyo Tomson. A competent team to lead Vuyani into 2018 

and beyond!   

The good news has also been announced that the Rupert Education Foundation will fund the salary of a 
Remedial Teacher for the next three years to assist our children who are struggling with literacy. 

The Keller grandparents of Switzerland, 

George and Trudy, both donated their 

birthdays to Vuyani; they asked their rela-

tives and friends to donate to Vuyani instead 

of giving them gifts. They have enriched the 

children of Vuyani's lives in many other ways 

by their continued caring for the well-being 

of these children. We honor Trudy and 

George for their excellent example of charity 

in action.  

FESTIVE GREETINGS 



 

VOLKSKOOL HIGH REACHES OUT TO VUYANI SAFE HAVEN 

Kay Coetzee, an art teacher and longtime friend of Vuyani, has come all the way from Cape Town to 
do an art project with our children. Jenny Street helped with the lessons on making clay angels.  
Let the pictures tell the story. . . 

Danielle Nel and Christi Theron were elected this year as Miss and Mr. Volkskool. Throughout the 
year, they collected money for charity and recently handed it over to Vuyani. In the picture on the 
left they appear together with Eden du Plessis, a child care worker as well as one of our younger chil-
dren. 

 
Judy van Heerden, Grade 12 
student of Volkskool's 
Landsdiens, recently collect-
ed a large number of educa-
tional toys for Vuyani Safe 
Haven's children. We would 
like to thank this beautiful 
girl for her dedication and 
service to make a difference 
in our children's lives! Thank 
you also for everybody who 
supported her. 
  

Sincere thanks to Volkskool for these initiatives and congratulations on such beautiful 
young leaders who show that they have a heart for children who are suffering! 

ART PROJECT — KAY COETZEE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAMARA PRIVATE GAME RESERVE — VOLUNTEER PROGRAM 2017 

 

DRAMA THERAPY INTERNSHIP PROGRAM - PAULA KINGWILL  

Drama therapy is an art form that has the potential for healing. It focuses on the use of 
theatre and drama techniques for the therapeutic goals of symptom relief, emotional, 
cognitive and physical integration. It also encourages playing that fosters creativity, im-
agination, self-discovery, and that facilitates personal growth, learning and insight.  
(Jennings, 1990: 12).  
 

Paula Kingwill qualified in 2000 as a drama therapist in the USA. She is now liv-
ing on the family farm near New Bethesda and is a supervisor at the Drama Thera-
py Internship Program at Wits University. 
 

Before registering as professional drama therapists, students must first complete 
their Master's degree in Drama Therapy and then need a year's internship. 
Paula offered to oversee Amari Annandale's internship at Graaff-Reinet and she 
hopes that more students  will continue to do their internships under her supervi-
sion in the future.  
 

Amari has been doing a drama program in collaboration with Paula and Vuyani's 
Social Worker since July. The Vuyani children enjoyed learning through play, be-
ing creative and learning more about themselves. 

Fiona Howie and James Ferrier once again 
accompanied the pupils of Lathallan School 
on their annual visit. The group did a lot of 
very necessary paintwork at the Cradock 
Street home, but also had the privilege of visiting, along with Vuyani's older children, the Camdeboo National Park and 
Ganora Guest Farm near New Bethesda. 
 

The Dreelan family has faithfully supported Vuyani for the past few years. Dan was the first to visit, followed by Mari-
on and then Sianainn, whose mother, Lynsey Dreelan, provided funds for buying winter clothes for the last 2 years (like 
Marion previously) for all the Vuyani children. Words are inadequate to really say thank you for such open hearts. 

Every winter between June and August, Vuyani is privileged 

to be part of Samara's Volunteer Program when volunteers, 

young and old, are part of different ecological projects at 

Samara. 

This year our children spent a whole day with one of the 

teams at Samara. They were spoiled with a picnic in the veld 

and a game drive where they could observe various forms 

of wildlife. 

Some of the other groups also visited Vuyani and spent 

time with the children. The hearts of these volunteers are so 

touched that they often make donations towards the needs 

of the children. 

LATHALLAN SCHOOL - SCOTLAND - VISIT - 2017 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

DONATIONS 1 JULY 2017—30 NOVEMBER 2017 (COMPLETE LIST ON 
VUYANI WEB PAGE) 
OVERSEAS DONORS 

* Kirchegemeindetablat, St Halle —Switzerland * Lathallan Schools Ltd 
George & Trudy Keller—Switzerland * Doris & Ulrich Gerber—Switzerland  * Isobel Dixon 

SOUTH AFRICAN DONORS:  
Dept. Social Development * Leigh Ord * Richard & Jenny Biggs * Members of Vuyani fees 

LOTTO * Jade Julies * Virgia Julies 
CORPORATIVE DONORS:   

Supa Quick * Montego Pet Nutrition * N1 Construction * ILead * Shoprite * SPAR* Merino Apteek * KFC-Graaff-
Reinet and Add Hope * Samara Private Game Reserve * Radium Cleaners  * Rupert Education Trust * SanParks 

MONTHLY DONORS:   
* Maretha Willemse * The Assembly * Linda Botha  * Marnus Ochse * EG Merifield * Shepherd’s Tree Farm  

Ampie Jordaan * Linda Botha * Gerald Buisman * Moses Obideo 
 

All the Friends who so often deliver donations in kind at Vuyani , e.g. foodstuff, clothes (new and second hand) and toys and 

volunteers assisting with parties and so much more …… your support assists us greatly with our service at Vuyani Safe Haven. 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS! If we accidently left out your name, please let us know. 

 

Bank Details:  FNB VUYANI SAFE HAVEN account number:  62020166262   

Branch:  210216 Swift code: FIRNZAJJ                           

Cash/Cheques/ Debit orders:  Stanley Accounting, Cradockstraat 60  

Drop off for clothing etc:  87 Cradock Street– Graaff-Reinet, Vuyani Safe Haven (049 892 3740) 

Contact persons:  Elaine Stanley - Chairperson 049 892 4814 email:  elaine@stanleyaccounting.co.za 

Hildegarde Brummer - Social Worker 082 472 7938 email: hildegarde@vuyanisafehaven.co.za 

Riana Van der Ahee - PR and Marketing 079 425 6077 email: riana@vuyanisafehaven.co.za 

Just before the official arrival of 

spring, on a cold day in August, Hil-

degarde Brummer, Social worker of 

Vuyani, and Sarie Whitlock from the 

Graaff-Reinet Protected Workplace 

received warm knitted articles from 

the Knitting club ladies of Parsonage 

Retirement Village. 

Our children could use everything 

right away! 

Vuyani recently facilitated the FAStrap course offered by 
the Foundation for Alcohol Related Research (FARR) in 
Graaff-Reinet. All Vuyani’s caregivers and 15 participants 
from other organizations, such as Special Day Care and 
ECD centers, have been equipped to convey the message 
of irreversible damage to the fetus when a mother uses 
alcohol during pregnancy. This habit gives rise to Fetal Al-
cohol Syndrome (FAS) and Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disor-
ders (FASD).  
In the picture: Vuyani's 8 caregivers, Lena Adams - Board 
member of Vuyani, and Laetitia Pool - FARR's enthusiastic 
presenter who made sure that all the participants com-
pleted the course. 
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