
 

 

 

 

 

 

 D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 6  E S T A B L I S H E D —  2 0 0 0   

  

Hildegarde Brummer - social worker at Vuyani: 

2016 was characterized by various challenges: 

       * A greater intake of infants and toddlers         * Bigger sibling groups 

* Government subsidy for only 22 children; although Vuyani is registered for 28 

When babies are placed at Vuyani, not only is there the financial pressure of nappies 

and formula milk, but most of the babies do not immediately start to show signs of im-

provement. These children are severely malnourished and their developmental mile-

stones are far behind, for example, a nine month old baby that cannot sit, or a two year 

old boy unable to walk or even crawl. Their care requires lots of dedication and specific 

intervention.   

It is a difficult and lengthy process to find foster families for bigger sibling groups of 4 - 6   children. The Children’s Act encour-

ages us to keep siblings together as far as possible. Placements at other Child and Youth Care Centres in Port-Elizabeth are not 

always in the children’s best interest and therefore suitable placement options remain an ongoing challenge and Vuyani remains 

full with 28 children.  

As soon as our children’s basic needs are met they start thriving and with the encouragement and nurturing of our staff they 

have the inner resilience to reach their developmental milestones. Every milestone reached at Vuyani is celebrated by the whole 

house. We believe in the potential that is within each child and we unlock that with love and care.  

Seen here are Wilson Krismis, driver at Vuyani, with Jackie Wellman, who is a carer 

at Vuyani. They are accompanying a young Vuyani girl to a function at her school 

where traditional clothing was at the order of the day. 

Your donations empower us to restore hope in the lives of the children. Love and 

care are experienced when, as in this case, a little girl receives a new outfit for her 

special event at the school. Not only that but we can remunerate our ever-willing 

staff when they go the extra mile as here; substituting as parents after work hours. 

Through your generosity we are also able to meet the considerable financial de-

mands of caring for the babies. 

 

FESTIVE GREETINGS! 



 

 

 

 

WE GROW AND THRIVE IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF LOVE 

I CAN WALK! 

What an amazing privilege to be part of the development 

of this little girl. 

During the past 6 months she’s grown from a shy baby to 

a confident toddler who happily shows everyone at 

Vuyani her walking skills! 

I CAN PARTICIPATE! 

These two little tots have both come through unbelievable 

trauma and setback.  

The little boy, already three years at Vuyani and thus in their 

long-term care, is now four years old and confidently goes to 

Sonstraal Educare Centre every day.  

The little girl has been at Vuyani for approximately six months, 

but is making good progress. 

The photo was taken by one of the Vuyani carers who accom-

panied the children to the Christmas concert and “graduation” 

ceremony at Sonstraal. 

I HAVE MADE THE GRADE! 

Every afternoon Miss Bettie, a semi-retired school teacher, 

faithfully helps our children with their homework and as-

signments. This year she gave special attention to those 

children who have been disadvantaged in reading and 

maths through neglect and trauma. 

We have just had notice that the girl in blue has passed her 

grade. We are extremely grateful that all the extra hours 

that Miss Bettie spent with her on her school work have 

been rewarded. 

The other little girl in the photo has also passed her grade. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE ARE PART OF THE COMMUNITY 

VUYANI STAFF ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

The older Vuyani children participated in the “Pink Trees for Pauline” walk for the benefit of the 
Graaff- Reinet Cancer Association. 

 The photo below shows our senior girls for the third year manning the Vuyani ice cream stall at St 
James’s Christmas market. 

Photograph left:  Natalie Koetaan re-

ceived her certificate of registration as 

Auxiliary Social Worker. 

Natalie uses this qualification daily in 

her interaction with the children and in 

her increasing administrative responsi-

bilities. 

Photograph right: Jackie Welman, al-

ready five years at Vuyani, recently 

attended a workshop on Parental Guid-

ance that was presented by Early Inspi-

ration from Port Elizabeth. She was 

named best student at this course. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

DONATIONS 30 JULY 2016—28 NOVEMBER 2016 (FULL LIST OF DONORS ON VUYANI WEBSITE) 
OVERSEAS DONORS:    

* Kirchegemeindetablat, St Halle —Switzerland * Theo Tijssen—Stichting Nomzano FreSchool—Netherland*  
George Keller—Switzerland * Doris & Ulrich Gerber—Switzerland  * de Royeres family—France                       

SOUTH AFRICAN DONORS:  
*Richard & Jenny Biggs * NG Nuwe kerk * Moses Oibodo * Gereformeerde Kerk GRT * Thembiza Plaza* Klinicare * 

Members of Vuyani—fees * Dept. Social Development 

CORPORATE DONORS:   
WIPHOLD * Supa Quick * Montego Pet Nutrition * N1 Construction * ILead * Shoprite * SPAR* Radium Cleaners   

Merino Pharmacy* KFC-Graaff-Reinet and Add Hope * Samara Private Game Reserve * Rupert Farms* SanParks 

MONTHLY DONORS:   
* Maretha Willemse * The Assembly * Linda Botha  * Marnus Ochse * EG Merifield * Shepherd’s Tree Farm  

Ampie Jordaan * Linda Botha * Gerald Buisman 

AND all the Friends who so regularly deliver donations at Vuyani, e.g. food, new and second-hand clothing, toys 
and our Volunteers who assist children with homework and so much more. . .  

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR DONORS !!! — If we omitted your name, please let us know! 

Banking Details:  FNB Account no:  62020166262  Branch Code:  210216   

Swift code: FIRNZAJJ                           

Drop-off for second hand clothing, etc.:  87 Cradock Street at Vuyani Safe Ha-
ven 

Cash/ Cheques/ Debit Orders:  Stanley Accounting, 60 Cradock Street  

Contacts:  Riana v.d.Ahee (PR+Marketing)  079 425 6077 email: riana@vuyanisafehaven.co.za 

Elaine Stanley (Treasurer)  049 892 4814 email:  elaine@stanleyaccounting.co.za 

  

VUYANI VISITORS 

Longtime friends of Vuyani paid visits and gave dona-

tions in recent months: 

Above: Doris and Ulrich Gerber from Switzerland. 

Below: Alan and Kai Gerber, now residing in Australia  

Theo Tijssen from the Netherlands, an old friend of Vuyani Safe Haven, 

gave a substantial amount via his organisation Stichting Nomzano Fre 
School Zuid-Afrika.  

This was for Vuyani to install eco-friendly appliances to cut down on the 

monthly electricity bills.  

At both houses solar panels for the geysers were installed, as well as A++ 

freezers and refrigerators which replaced the old ones. There are now 

also LED lights in all the rooms. 


